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orders to prevail upon Basil, by threats or promises, to communicate with
his Arians. Modestus being seated on his tribunal, attended by the lictors
with their fasces, summoned St Basil to appear before him. The saint
came with a cheerful and undaunted countenance. The prefect received
him courteously, and with many smooth words endeavoured to bring him
into a compliance with the emperor's desire.

The prefect could not but admire the saint's intrepidity; and going
out the next day to meet the emperor, who was coming into the city,
he informed him of what had passed between himself and Basil, and
expressed his astonishment at his heroic courage. Valens, enraged at
the miscarriage, would assist himself at a second trial of skill upon the
holy confessor, together with Modestus, and an officer of his household
called Demosthenes, the most insolent and brutish of men. Afterwards
the prefect ventured upon a third attack; but the stout soldier of Christ
acquired each time greater glory by his courage. So that Modestus, in
the end, said to the emperor, " We are overcome: this man is above our
threats." And Valens laid aside for that time all further attempts upon
him. On the feast of the Epiphany, the emperor went to the great church
and was much surprised and edified with the good order and respect with
which the divine office was celebrated, and above all with the devotion
and piety with which the archbishop performed the divine service at the
altar. The emperor did not presume to present himself to the com-
munion, knowing he would have been rejected; but went up trembling at
the offertory and made the usual offering, which the bishop did not refuse,
dispensing with the rigour of the ecclesiastical canons on such an occasion.

Nevertheless the next day Valens, to satisfy the importunities of his
Arian bishops, ordered that Basil should depart into banishment. But at
the time that the emperor gave this order against the saint, God in the
high court of heaven passed a sentence against his only son, named
Valentinian Gelatus, a child then about six years old. That very night
was the royal infant seized with a violent fever, under which the physicians
were not able to give him the least relief; and the Empress Dominica told
the emperor that this calamity was a just punishment of heaven for his
banishing Basil, on which account she had been disquieted by terrible
dreams. Whereupon Valens sent for the saint, who was then just pre-
paring to go into banishment No sooner had the saint set foot within
the palace but the young prince's fever began sensibly to abate, and Basil
assured his parents of his absolute recovery, provided they would order
him to be instructed in the Catholic faith. The emperor accepted the
condition; St Basil prayed, and the young prince was cured. But Valens,
tmfaithful to his promise, afterwards suffered an Arian bishop to baptize
the child, who immediately relapsed and died.1 This stroke did not make
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